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Stevie arrives at Ellingham School determined to solve a decadesold crime involving the school’s founder. After an abduction, the
bodies of the founder’s wife and one of the school’s star students
were recovered, but evidence of his child’s fate was never found.
Then, when one friend in Stevie’s small group dies a mysterious
death that is ruled an unfortunate accident, Stevie’s instinct
drives her to discover details that prove that her friend’s death
was a homicide. Stevie soon uncovers one possible culprit, but
there is still strong evidence that others may also be involved.
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The story’s obvious strength is the realism of the characters.
Stevie suffers from anxiety, but her condition does not hold her
back. She is often able to control her attacks, but there are times
when she deals with them in their full, uncompromising state. It
is a very realistic portrayal of a logical, dynamic teen struggling
to be more than what her condition might allow. Other characters
also have their quirks, but for the most part they are accepting
and supportive of one another. The adults don’t make a big deal
of what they are dealing with, which makes it relatable for anyone
struggling with a disability. The treatment of inter-personal teen
relationships and anxiety disorders makes this an outstanding
book. However, it does take some time to get interesting, and this
book lacks a conclusion, leaving that to the sequels.
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